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March 15,1999

Corporate Universities
Grow

By JUDITH N. MOTTL

Improving employee productivity and
keeping staff in touch with the latest
technology are top factors
transforming the once traditional
training program into a “corporate
university.”

The phrase is a catchall for any kind
of educational commitment that
extends beyond the standard tuition
reimbursement and the new hires
training companies typically offer
employees.

Some large companies, such as
Disney and Motorola Inc., have built
their own university systems, boasting
campuses worldwide. Others have
gone virtual, developing intranet-
based classroom instruction. While it’s
not a mandate by any means, the
most popular type of corporate
university features an alliance with an
institution of higher learning. The
relationship can be as simple as
partnering with a local college for a
course, or as complex as a
specialized curriculum offered at
several different campuses.
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