CSLI Semiannual Survey – Spring 2010 2-17-10a
1.  What do you think is the most important problem facing the residents of Anne Arundel County at the present time?    (DON’T READ THE LIST! Have them volunteer an answer)

	Problem
	 Percentage

	Crime 
	1

	  Terrorism 
	2

	  Drugs (illegal drugs, use or sale)
	3

	Growth/overpopulation- too much development 
	4

	Traffic congestion/transportation problems 
	5

	Education, problems with schools 
	6

	Taxes – too high 
	7

	  Inefficient government, wasteful spending 
	8

	  Corruption in government/politicians are bad 
	9

	Environment (e.g., air or water pollution, saving the Bay) 
	10

	Economy – (e.g., no jobs, high cost of living, business closing or losses) 
	11

	  Lack of affordable housing
	12

	Other answer (write in:
	13

	Unsure/No Answer 
	0


2. Overall, would you say that the County is headed in the right direction or in the wrong direction?  

 (1) Right direction                 

(2)  Wrong direction   


(0)  Unsure or don’t know     

3.0  Next I would like to know how you would rate economic conditions in Anne Arundel County, in Maryland, and in the United States generally.  First how would you rate economic conditions in Anne Arundel COUNTY -- excellent, good, only fair, or poor?  
(1) Excellent     (2) Good   (3) Only Fair     (4) Poor    (0) Don’t Know,  No Answer

3.1  How about economic conditions in Maryland overall?

(1) Excellent     (2) Good   (3) Only Fair     (4) Poor    (0) Don’t Know,  No Answer
3.2  How about economic conditions in the United States generally?

(1) Excellent     (2) Good   (3) Only Fair     (4) Poor    (0) Don’t Know,  No Answer
3.3  Thinking about the state of Maryland, do you think economic conditions in Maryland will be better a year from now, worse a year from now, or about the same as they are today?

(1) Better   (2) Same   (3) Worse   (0) Unsure, don’t know

4.  Thinking now about your personal circumstances, please tell me whether any of these economic conditions apply to you or your household.

	
	Applies
	Doesn’t apply
	Unsure, no answer

	4.1  Wages or salaries are not rising as fast as the cost of living
	1
	2
	0

	4.2   Facing the possibility of unemployment
	1
	2
	0

	4.3  Significant losses in your stock or retirement accounts
	1
	2
	0

	4.4  Facing the possibility of house foreclosure or loss
	1
	2
	0

	4.5  Unable to find affordable housing
	1
	2
	0

	4.6  Hard to afford cost of transportation
	1
	2
	0

	4.7  Hard to afford cost of utilities such as electricity or gas
	1
	2
	0

	4.8  Delay in making a major purchase such as a home or car
	1
	2
	0

	4.9  Health care insurance is unavailable, too expensive or inadequate
	1
	2
	0

	4.10 Taxes are too high relative to what is received from government services such as education, roads and safety.
	1
	2
	0


4.11 How would you rate the quality of life here in Anne Arundel County: Excellent, Good, Fair or Poor?

(1) Excellent     (2) Good   (3) Only Fair     (4) Poor    (0) Don’t Know,  No Answer


4.12  Thinking about your decision to live in Anne Arundel County rather than another neighboring jurisdiction, is there one thing that has been especially important to keeping you in this county?

_________________________________________________________________________________

identify each of the next items as very important, somewhat important or not very important:
	
	Very important
	Somewhat important
	Not very important
	Unsure, no answer

	4.13  Close to your job
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.13  Good location for commuting for both me and other members of my household
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.14   Cost of housing
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.15  Quality of the schools
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.16  Availability of shopping, consumer services
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.17  Access to the Chesapeake Bay
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.18  Low taxes
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.19  Family-centered neighborhoods
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.20  Mix of suburban, urban and rural areas
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.21  Access to medical centers
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.22  Access to city of Annapolis
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.23  Good transportation system
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.24  Low crime rates
	1
	2
	3
	0

	4.25  Close to Baltimore and Washington
	1
	2
	3
	0


4.26 If the respondent mentions something else write it in below:

4.27 How many years have you lived in Anne Arundel County? _____________years (use 1 even if less than 1 year)

4.28  How many members of your household commute to work? ____________
5.    The county faces up to a $90 million deficit for the 2011 fiscal year.  Which of the following do you think would be the best in dealing with this deficit: Cutting programs, raising taxes, or some of both?

 

	Approach
	County

	Cut Programs (if chosen ask 5.1a and 5.1b)
	1

	5.1a Which would you cut?



	5.1b  Which program should definitely NOT be cut?



	 Raise taxes  (if chosen ask 5.2a and 5.2b)
	2

	5.2a Which taxes would you raise?



	5.2b Which taxes should definitely NOT be raised?



	Some of both
	3

	(DO NOT READ) Some other approach (5.3 write in)

	4

	Don't know
	0


6.0   Opponents to the introduction of slot machines at Arundel Mills Mall are circulating a petition that would that would allow county voters to decide whether to permit slots at Arundel Mills in a referendum in November.  Do you support or oppose the effort to reverse the County Council’s decision to permit slots at Arundel Mills Mall?
(1)   Support       (2) Oppose      (3) Unsure      (0) No answer
 7.0 Below are several measures which Governor O'Malley has proposed to help balance the state budget for next year and meet certain priorities.  As I read each measure, tell me whether you approve or disapprove. 
	Measure
	Approve
	Disapprove
	No answer

	7.1 Providing a $3000 tax credit for firms that hire unemployed workers.
	1
	2
	0

	7.2  Providing $20 million to the Chesapeake Bay Trust Fund
	1
	2
	0

	7.3  Ending the tuition freeze at the University of Maryland by a 3 percent increase.
	1
	2
	0

	7.4  Keeping $647 million in the state's "rainy day fund" rather than spending it to balance the budget
	1
	2
	0

	7.5  Decreasing the overall state budget by $249 million compared to last year's budget
	1
	2
	0

	7.6  Freezing state workers salaries for a second year
	1
	2
	0

	7.7  Depending on possible but uncertain federal funds to balance the budget
	1
	2
	0

	7.8  Avoiding any new taxes to balance the budget
	1
	2
	0

	7.9 Putting aside 24 percent of the Bay’s oyster habitat to rebuild the oyster population
	1
	2
	0


8.0  Overall, would you say that Governor O’Malley has done a good job, an okay job, or a poor job in balancing the state budget?

(1) Good job      (2) Okay job        (3) Poor job     (4) Unsure       (0 No answer
8.1 If the November 2010 election for Governor were today, for whom would you vote: Democrat Martin O'Malley or Republican Bob Ehrlich?
(1) Martin O’Malley  (2) Bob Ehrlich  (3) Someone else  (4) Neither  (5) Unsure, don’t know

8.2 The Maryland General Assembly recently considered the question whether Maryland should recognize same sex marriages from other states.  Maryland does not currently permit same sex marriages.  What do you think, should Maryland recognize such legal relationships from other states?

(1)  Yes      (2) No       (3) Some other response       (0) No answer, don’t know

8.3 Every 20 years, the Maryland General Assembly is required to include on the ballot a question about holding a constitutional convention to revise the state’s constitution.  Would you favor or oppose holding such a convention at this time?
(1)  Favor   (2) Oppose   (3) Don’t know enough   (0) No answer

9.0 The next questions ask you to tell us how much trust and confidence you have in various institutions found in American society.  When I read the name of an institution, tell me whether you have great, some or little trust and confidence that it will do its job well.

	Institution
	Great
	Some
	Little
	No opinion/
no answer

	9.1 The federal government
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.2 The state government
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.3 Anne Arundel County government
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.4The President of the United States
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.5 The US Senate
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.6 The US House of Representatives
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.7  The Supreme Court
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.8  The Governor of Maryland
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.9  The Maryland General Assembly
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.10  The County Executive
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.11  The County Council
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.12  Our local courts
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.19  Anne Arundel County Public Schools
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.20  Anne Arundel County Police
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.15  Anne Arundel County Fire Department
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.13  Big business
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.14  Small business
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.15  Labor unions
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.16  Wall St. financial institutions
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.16  The US military
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.17  US intelligence agencies
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.18  The free market
	1
	2
	3
	0

	9.21  Financial institutions
	1
	2
	3
	0


10.  Thinking about the moves taken by the federal government in response to the economic crisis, do you feel very confident, somewhat confident, or not very confident that these measures will be effective?

(1) Very confident   (2) Somewhat confident   (3) not very confident  (4) Unsure  (0) No answer
11.  Thinking about all the problems facing the federal government, which concerns you the most?

                 _____________________________________________________________________________

12.  Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as president?

(1) Approve    
(2) Disapprove  
  (0) Don’t know, unsure  

13.  Overall, which party, the (Democrats) or the (Republicans), do you trust to do a better job in coping with the main problems the nation faces over the next few years?
(1) Democrats    (2) Republicans   (3) Neither (volunteered)  (4) Other  (volunteered)  (0) No answer
The last few questions help us better understand our respondents. Please be assured that your responses are confidential and anonymous.
14.  With which political party, if any, are you registered?  
	(1)  Democratic  
	4) None  (NOT REGISTERED TO VOTE)    

	(2)  Republican  
	(5) Other  (e.g., Green Party)          

	(3)  Independent or undeclared    
	(0) No Answer      


15.   Overall, which of the following best describes your political beliefs:  Conservative, Moderate or Liberal?


(1)  Conservative  
(2)  Moderate
      (3)  Liberal
(0) Other, No Answer

16. What is your age? _____________________________

17.  I am going to read some categories relating to education.  Please stop me when I reach the category in which the highest level of your formal education falls.    
	(1)  less than a high school diploma    
	(5) Completed college with a bachelor’s degree      

	(2)   a high school diploma                
	(6) post graduate work                                            

	(3)   some college but less than a 2 year degree      
	(7) Other vocational or technical training
        

	(4)  Completed at least a 2 year associate college degree but without a bachelor’s degree   
	(0)  No Answer   


18.  I am going to read some categories relating to income.  Please stop me when I reach the category in which your household income falls.  

  
(1)  Less than $30,000

  (5) 100,001-$150,000
(2)  $30,000 to $50,000
  (6) Over $150,000
(3)  $50,001 to $75,000
  (0) No answer
(4)  $75,001-$100,000


19.  Stop me when I reach the employment category that best describes your situation. If you have retired and re-entered the workforce then indicate retired and as well as your current employment category. 

	Retired
	1

	 Self employed
	2

	Employed full time for a company in the private sector 
	3

	Employed full time for government in a non-defense related activity such as education, public works or public safety 
	4

	Employed full time for government in a defense related activity
	5

	Employed in a private non-profit organization
	6

	Employed part time
	7

	Student
	8

	Unemployed and seeking a job
	9

	Unemployed and not seeking a job
	10

	No answer
	0


20. Regarding race, how would you describe yourself?  

(1)  White
  

(2)  Black or African American
 
            

(3)  Hispanic or Latino
   (4) Asian          (5) Other ________________ (0) No answer

   

21.  Regarding religion, how would you describe yourself? 

(1)   None 

(2)   Non-practicing   
(3)   Evangelical or born again Christian  (possibly Baptist, Pentecostal)


(4)   Catholic  

(5)   Jewish 

(6)   Protestant (possibly Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterian, Anglican, Episcopalian) 
(7)   Some other Christian



 (8)    A ‘spiritual person’ not associated with an organized religion   

 (9)   Other   

 0)   No Answer   

22.  What is your current marital status?  

(1) Single      (2)  Married   (3) Separated/divorced  (4) Widowed    

(5) Other    (ask ‘which?’ __________________________________________________)        

(0) No answer   


23.  I have one last request: In an attempt to provide students with more opportunities to survey the public, the Center is asking respondents if they would like to be contacted no more than once a month by email to participate in short surveys taking no more than a couple of minutes to complete.  Can we count on your help?  (1) Yes   (2) No  


23.1   IF YES:  What email address shall we use to contact you? 

(CLEAR SPELLING/HANDWRITING PLEASE!)
_____________________________________________________________________

SAY:  That concludes our survey, thanks for participating.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Once the respondent hangs up, make sure to enter GENDER and ZIP CODE

24. Gender of respondent to whom you were speaking:  (1) Male    (2) Female  

 25.  Zip code _________________________
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